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1.     Introduction  
 
St. Brendan’s NS is a four-teacher, co-educational, vertical primary school with a current 
enrolment of 52 pupils. The school is under the patronage of the Catholic Bishop of Ossory. 
Attendance levels in the school are very good. The board of management of the school was given 
an opportunity to comment on the findings and recommendations of the report; the board chose 
to accept the report without response. 
 
 
2.     Summary of Findings and Recommendations for Further Development 
 
 
 
The following are the main strengths  of the work of the school: 
 

• The school plays a central role in the area and enjoys the regard and support of the local 
community. 

 
• The school is characterised by its positive school climate and co-operative working 

relationships are in evidence across the school community. 
 

• Teachers work very diligently; they are very committed to their pupils and to their own 
professional development. 

 
• Pupils are well behaved, attentive and responsive. 

 
• Excellent use is made of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to support 

teaching and learning in the classrooms. 
 

• The contribution of the parents’ association is highly commendable. 
 

 
The following main recommendations  are made:  
 

• In the review of curriculum plans, it is recommended that greater clarity on the mediation 
of the curriculum at each class level be considered. 

 
• Moltar tuilleadh deiseanna cainte a chruthú dóibh chun a féin-mhuinín i leith labhairt na 

Gaeilge a neartú. In the teaching of Irish, additional speaking opportunities should be 
provided to strengthen pupils’ confidence in using the language. 

 
 
 

 
3.    Quality of School Management 
 

• The highly committed board of management provides valuable support to the school. It is 
commended for its role in the ongoing improvement of the school building and grounds. 
Board members carry out their duties diligently and are involved in the development and 
ratification of policies. The board is also clearly committed to maintaining the very good 
links that exist between the school, the parents, other local schools and the community.  

 
• The quality of leadership in the school is very good. The principal’s effective 

organisational skills enable him to balance his fulltime class-teaching role with his 
leadership and management responsibilities. His promotion of teamwork and productive 
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working relationships with the education partners is commended. The in-school 
management team contribute substantially to the efficient operation of the school. In 
order to optimise the potential impact of the team’s work, it is advised that its curriculum 
leadership role be extended. 

 
• Very good relations exist between the school, the parents and the wider community. In 

recent years, the parents’ association, parent body and local community have contributed 
significantly to fundraising initiatives for the development of the school building. In the 
parent questionnaires, it is notable that all parents report that there is a good atmosphere 
in the school, that their children like school and that they are happy with the school. It is 
now opportune to consider measures to increase parents’ involvement in in-class 
activities. 

. 
• The quality of the school building and grounds is excellent. A range of teaching and 

learning resources is provided and used purposefully. The special needs assistant, 
school secretary and caretaker carry out their work with commitment. 

 
• Pupils are valued members of the school community. A supportive, familial atmosphere is 

cultivated effectively. There is a positive atmosphere in classrooms and pupils are well 
behaved, attentive and responsive. Pupils are provided with opportunities to participate in 
co-curricular and extracurricular activities. In questionnaires, all pupils report that they 
feel safe in school. 

 
 

4.     Quality of School Planning and School Self-e valuation 
 

• Overall, the quality of school planning and school self-evaluation is good. The school has 
drafted a comprehensive and useful range of organisational and curricular policies. 
Current curriculum plans are general in nature and it is advised to review the plans to 
ensure greater clarity on the mediation of the curriculum at each class level. 

 
• The school makes good use of self-evaluation strategies to promote school effectiveness. 

It has recently formally identified and targeted elements of its work that can be further 
developed and these are systematically being addressed. 

 
• The teachers prepare suitable long and short-term plans and monthly progress reports 

are maintained. The use of Aistear, the early childhood curriculum framework, to inform 
planning in the infant class is commendable. 

 
• Confirmation was provided that the board of management has formally adopted the Child 

Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools without modification and 
that the school is compliant with the requirements of the Child Protection Procedures for 
Primary and Post-Primary Schools. 

 
 

5.     Quality of Teaching, Learning and Pupil Achi evement 
 

• The overall quality of teaching and learning is good. The teachers present well-
structured, well-paced lessons. A suitable range of teaching and learning methodologies 
is employed and pupils engage in collaborative learning. Teacher-pupil interactions are 
caring and positive. Excellent use is made of ICT to support teaching and learning in the 
classrooms. The school is open to embracing new approaches and initiatives as is 
evidenced by its implementation of the Aistear programme, the Modern Languages 
Initiative and its participation in the Comenius Project. 
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• Pupil attainment is regularly assessed through a combination of formal and informal 
assessment strategies. Standardised test results indicate that pupils are making very 
good progress in literacy and numeracy, in accordance with their ability. 

 
• Múintear an Ghaeilge go maith sa scoil. Tá foclóir cuí ag formhór na ndaltaí agus tá a 

scileanna labhartha á bhforbairt go céimniúil. Moltar tuilleadh deiseanna cainte a chruthú 
dóibh chun a féin-mhuinín i leith labhairt na Gaeilge a neartú. Is an-torthúil an leas a 
bhaintear as an teicneolaíocht eolais agus cumarsáide (TEC) i gcás múineadh na 
Gaeilge chun an fhoghlaim a threisiú. Ar an iomlán, tá cáilíocht na léitheoireachta Gaeilge 
go maith ó rang a dó ar aghaidh. Tugtar deiseanna rialta do dhaltaí scríbhneoireacht 
fheidhmiúil agus chruthaitheach sa Ghaeilge a chleadhtadh. 

 
• The teaching of Irish is good. A majority of pupils have acquired appropriate vocabulary 

and their speaking skills are being developed progressively. It is advised that additional 
speaking opportunities be created to strengthen their confidence in using the Irish 
language. Productive use is made of information and communication technology (ICT) in 
the teaching of Irish to complement the learning. Overall, the quality of Irish reading is 
good from second class onwards. Pupils are given regular opportunities to practice 
functional and creative writing in Irish. 

 
• The quality of teaching and learning in English is commendable. There is evidence that 

pupils can express their views with suitable confidence and competence. Pupils’ 
response to and appreciation of poetry is actively nurtured. The pupils display proficient 
reading standards, reflective of their differing ability levels. In the pupil questionnaires, 
most pupils state that they are doing well at reading. Some very good examples of 
process writing across a variety of genre are in evidence and ICT is used to enhance the 
presentation of this work. The quality of the pupils’ penmanship and handwriting skills is 
praised highly.  

 
• Overall, the teaching and learning of Mathematics is effective. Purposeful talk and 

discussion, and active learning are features of lessons. Mental mathematics is used 
effectively for revision and reinforcement purposes. Teachers facilitate the practical 
application of mathematics. 

 
• Teaching and learning in Music is of a high quality. The music programme enables the 

pupils to participate in a wide range of enjoyable musical experiences. Pupils sing a 
repertoire of songs enthusiastically. Pupils’ recorder playing is commendable as is their 
development of literacy skills. 

 
 
6.     Quality of Support for Pupils 
 

• Support for pupils with special educational needs (SEN) is of a high quality. The SEN 
team’s capacity to identify, plan and respond to the learning needs of individual pupils is 
commended. Through the implementation of well-designed lessons, the pupils 
demonstrate continuing progress in the achievement of their learning goals. Teacher-
pupil interactions are affirmative and succeed in fostering the pupils’ self-belief.  

 
 
 
 
Published November  2012. 
 
 

 


